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SUB J : SENSITIVITY TO FOREIGN CRITICISM ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

1 . THERE HAVE BEEN SEVERAL RECENT SIGNS OF YUGOSLAV 
SENSITIVITY TO CRITICISM ON HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES. TRIAL 
OF LAWYER SRDJA POPOVIC, ACCUSED OF SPREADING FALSE 
INFORMATION BECAUSE OF STATEMENTS HE MADE IN COURT WHILE 
DEFENDING A POLITICAL DISSIDENT. HAS BEEN ADIOURNED 
INDEFINITELY. BERNARD LEVIN HAD PARTICULARLY STUNG 
YUGOSLAVS WITH ARTICLE IN "LONDON TIMES" (LATER BROADCAST 
ON BBC) ABOUT POPOVIC CASE AND GENERAL STATE OF POLITICAL 
FREEDOM IN YUGOSLAVIA. "POLITIKA" REPLIED WITH EDITORIAL 
DECRYING SUCH A "COLD-WAR, ANTI- YUGOSLAV"' ANALYSIS. 

HUNGER STRIKE OF MIHAILO MIHAILOV HAS RECEIVED NO DOMESTIC 
PUBLICITY; FOREIGN PRESS COMMENT HAS NOT EVEN APPEARED IN 
TANIUG SUMMARY CIRCULATED ONLY TO ELITE. (IT IS ALSO 
POSSIBLE THAT POSTPONEMENT OF DECISION IN APPEAL OF 

AMCIT LASZLO TOTH IS RELATED TO DESIRE NOT TO FUEL 
FOREIGN ATTACKS.) 

2. YUGOSLAVS WERE PROMPTED BY FOREIGN CRITICISM TO 
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IN GENERAL. SECRETARY FOR INFORMATION CALLED IN FOREIGN 
JOURNALISTS TO STATE THAT MEDICAL EXAMINATION SHOWED 
MIHAJLOV TO BE IN NO DANGER. SIMILARLY "POLITIKA" 

DEVOTED ARTICLE TO STATEMENT BY SENIOR OFFICIAL OF 
FEDERAL SECRETARIAT FOR JUSTICE AND ORGANIZATION OF 
FEDERAL ADMINISTRATION THAT, CONTRARY TO FOREIGN 
CRITICISM OF THE NUMBER OF POLITICAL ARRESTS, ONLY 
28 OUT OF OVER 1,000 PEOPLE CONVICTED OF POLITICAL 
CRIMES IN 1974 WERE GIVEN SENTENCES OF LONGER THAN TWO 
YEARS. HE STRESSED THAT MOST OF THESE POLITICAL CRIMES 
WERE "RELATIVELY MINOR", SUCH AS INSTIGATING NATIONAL 
OR RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE. HE SAID THAT MOST OF THE 
SENTENCES ARE SHORT AND MANY ARE SUSPENDED. HE 
FURTHER STATED THAT THE OVERALL NUMBER OF POLITICAL 
CONVICTIONS IN 1974 WAS ABOUT THE SAME AS IT HAD BEEN 
FOR THE PREVIOUS TWO YEARS. 

3. COMMENT: TAKEN TOGETHER THESE DEVELOPMENTS INDICATE 
THAT FOREIGN CRITICISM OF YUGOSLAV TREATMENT OF 
POLITICAL DISSIDENTS STRIKES A SENSITIVE NERVE AND MAY 
OCCASIONALLY HAVE A SUBSTANTIAL IMPACT. WHILE FIGURES 
ON ARRESTS AND SENTENCES ARE MEANT TO BE COMFORTING, 
THEY CONFIRM THAT WELL OVER THREE THOUSAND PEOPLE 
WERE CONVICTED FOR POLITICAL "CRIMES" IN 1972-74 
PERIOD ALONE. AND JUST THE FIRST TWO MONTHS OF THIS 
YEAR PRESS HAS REPORTED 23 PEOPLE SENTENCED TO 
MORE THAN TWO YEARS IMPRISONMENT FOR POLITICAL CRIMES, 
COMPARED TO 28 IN ALL 1974. SWEITZER 
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